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Chapter : 
Le Paumier, F., & Zavalloni, M. (2002). Mémoire collective et système identitaire : de Maurice Halbwachs 
à l’ego-écologie.  In Laurens S. & Roussiau N., La mémoire sociale : identités et représentations sociales, 
pp.63-72. Presses Universitaires de Rennes : Rennes. 

II. RESEARCH THEME 

The concept of “social representation” is central in psychology and more particularly in the field of social 
psychology.  Jodelet (1991) defines social representation as a “sort of knowledge, commonly elaborated 
and shared by a society, aiming to build a common reality for a social group”. 
In my research, I try to underline the unavailability of such a theoretical approach characterized by a high 
degree of conceptualisation and, finally, by an irrelevant level of abstraction. 

Research orientations : 

1/ Development of an exploratory method aiming at  : 
- Defining “resonant properties” of certain significations given to the “world” 
- Highlighting the “fragments” of lived experiences related to significations given to the “world”. 

2/ Development of a complex protocol of analyses in order to : 
- Describe the homogeneity and the heterogeneity of the fields of significance 
- Reveal the convergence and divergence phenomena of given proprieties related to the fields of 

significance 
- Create an index of resonance allowing to discriminate experiential densities 

3/ Development of an alternative theoretical approach which takes as a starting point the ego ecological 
model (Zavalloni & Louis-Guérin, 1984), the phenomenology (Husserl) and the enactive project (Varela) 
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